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HF3176 / SF2887 - Bills to study new passenger rail corridors in Minnesota

Bills provide direction from the legislature to No state match is needed to submit these
MnDOT to submit Corridor I.D. grant applications applications. In a future year, if the Federal Railroad
to the Federal Railroad Administration for: Administration approves these projects to advance
. . . into Phase 2 planning, the FRA would require a state
1) New daytime passenger rail service match of $500,000 per corridor. Phase 2 funding
between Saint Paul and Fargo/Moorhead. would pay for planning beyond the initial scope in
One option for this corridor would be on the Phase 1.
same route as the Empire Builder with
additional stops — potentially Wadena, Little
Falls, and Anoka; and
2) New passenger rail service between the

Why action now: Submittal of applications to the
Federal Railroad Administration in 2026 is critical as

Twin Cities and Kansas City. The route
connects the Twin Cities, southern Minnesota
communities, plus Des Moines, and Kansas
City. It also connects with Amtrak long
distance trains to the south and southwest
U.S. Freight rail infrastructure on this route is
in good condition (Class 1).
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this is likely the final funding round. The last round of

funding was 2022.

Borealis near Minnesota City in route from Saint
Paul to Chicago. The train often sells out.

Why invest in more passenger rail in Minnesota?

Demand is there. Ridership on Amtrak’s new Borealis service has exceeded projections by 50 percent.
Intercity passenger rail is not commuter rail.

For communities served by passenger rail, the economic benefits and tourism impact is enormous - with
returns three to four times the investment made. Amtrak purchased $62 million in goods and services in
Minnesota in FY2024.

Many people either don’t want or cannot drive or fly - students, families with kids, elderly, and disabled.
Many Minnesota cities are not conveniently served by air or bus.

Traveling by train is good for the environment and takes vehicle trips off congested roads. And traveling by
train is safer than traveling by passenger vehicle.

Other states in the Midwest - Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, and Ohio - are investing in new and improved
passenger rail service because people want it and the federal government supports it.
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Existing and Proposed Passenger Rall Network
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